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SUBJECT: REACTION TO SECRETARY'S CONGRESSIONAL TESTIMONY AND NEW 
YORK TIMES STORY 

L USIS DAILY PRESS SUMMARIES (NOVEMBER 10, 1 1, 12) HAVE PRO- 
VIDED DEPARTMENT WITH A SUMMARY OF THE PRESS COVERAGE OF SECRE- 
TARY KISSINGER'S ANSWER TO A QUESTION ABOUT ITALIAN DEVELOPMENTS 
TO A SESSION OF THE HOUSE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE AND 
OF THE NEW YORK TIMES ARTICLE OF NOVEMBER 10 ON THE ADMINISTRA- 
TION'S ATTTITUDE TO COMMUNIST (PCI) PARTICIPATION IN AN ITALIAN 
GOVERNMENT. THIS MESSAGE ADDRESSES THE TONE OF THE REACTIONS. 

2. IN CONTRAST TO THE GENERALLY HARSH OUTCRY ABOUT INTER- 
FERENCE IN ITALIAN INTERNAL AFFAIRS FROM A CROSS SECTION OF 
THE ITALIAN MEDIA AT THE TIME OF AMBASSADOR VOLPE S EPOCA 
INTERVIEW IN SEPTEMBER, COMMENT AT THIS JUNCTURE IS SUBSTANTIALLY 
MORE MEASURED AND LESS EMOTIONAL.PREDICTABLY THE DEPTH OF THE 
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REACTIONS GROW STRONGER AS ONE MOVES LEFT ON THE POLITICAL SPEC- 
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TRUM. 

3. FROM THIS VANTAGE POINT.THE NEW YORK TIMES ARTICLE STIMULATED 
SUBSTANTIALLY MORE ATTENTION THAN THE SECRETARY'S TESTIMONY, 
COVERAGE OF WHICH WAS SURPRISINGLY LIMITED IN THE PRESS THE DAY 
AFTER IT TOOK PLACE. TO THE EXTENT THAT THE COVERAGE WAS NOT 
FAITHFUL TO WHAT THE SECRETARY SAID, IT WAS THAT IT EITHER DOWN- 
PLAYED OR IGNORED HIS CAVAETS ABOUT THE POSSIBILITIES IN TERMS OF 
AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY TO DETERMINE THE POLITICAL EVOLUTION OF 
A COUNTRY OF OVER 50 MILLION PEOPLE. 

4. THE MAJOR CRITICISM OF THE LATEST ENUNCIATIONS OF AMERICAN 
POLICY CAME FROM THE PCI WHICH, HOWEVER, WAS OUTFLANKED BY THE 

REACTION OF THE MANIFESTO GROUP (EXTRA-PARLIAMENTARY) ON ITS 
LEFT. WHILE PCI EXPRESSED OBJECTION TO FURTHER INTERFERENCE IN 
ITALIAN INTERNAL AFFAIRS AND CRITICIZED OTHERS, PARTICULARLY THE 
SOCIALISTS (PSI) WHO FAILED TO SHARE THIS POSITION, THEIR EXPOSI- 
TON OF THEIR CASE WAS MORE IN TERMS OF RESIGNATION THAN OF OUT- 
RAGE. MANIFESTO TAKES THE PCI TO TASK FOR THEIR MISUNDERSTAND- 
ING OF AMERICAN POLITICS IMPLYING THAT THE PCI IS COMPROMISING 
ON POSITIONS OF PRINCIPLE IN THE HOPES OF COURTING A MEASURE O 
US ACCEPTANCE. HISTORY SHOULD TEACH THE PCI, MANIFESTO ARGUES, 
THAT THIS APPROACH IS DOOMED TO FAILURE. 

5. THE DIFFERENCE IN TREATMENT IS EQUALLY NOTICEABLE IN THE 
CENTER AND CENTER-LEFT PRESS, WHERE THERE WAS SUBSTANTIAL 
CRITICISM OF THE EPOCA INTERVIEW. LA STAMPA, FOR EXAMPLE, 

WHICH TALKED OF AMERICAN INTERFERENCE IN SEPTEMBER, DREW NO 
CONCLUSIONS, RESTRICTING ITSELF TO PUBLISHING A FULL TEXT OF 

THE NEW YORK TIMES ARTICLE FOLLOWED IMMEDIATELY BY A SUMMARY 
OF THE PCI POSITION AS STATED IN L'UNITA. AVANTI, ORGAN OF 
THE PSI, DID NOT FORMALLY TAKE A POSITION UNTIL NOVEMBER 12, 
POSSIBLY PRODDED FINALY BY PCI CRITICISM. ON THIS OCCASION THE 
PSI OBSERVED THAT WHAT THE SECRETARY HAS BEEN SAYING DOES NOT 
TECHNICALLY CONSTITUTE INTERFERENCE IN ITALIAN AFFAIRS, A 
SUBTLE MODIFICATION OF THE LINE THEY TOOK IN SEPTEMBER. HOWEVER, 
THE SOCIALISTS SUGGEST THAT FULLY INDEPENDENT ITALY WOULD PRO- 
BABLY GIVE THE SECRETARY LESS GROUNDS FOR CONCERN. 
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6. AS BEFORE THE CENTER-RIGHT PRESS HIGHLIGHTED THE LATEST 
AMERICAN MOVES TO REITERATE USG OPPOSITION TO PCI ENTRY INTO AN 
ITALIAN GOVERNMENT. 

7. FINALLY, IN VIEW OF HIS RECENT STAY IN THE UNITED STATES, IT 
IS WORTH NOTING THE PERSONAL REACTION OF SERGIO SEGRE, PCI 
FOREIGN SECTION CHIEF, TO THESE REITERATIONS OF POLICY TOWARDS 
THE PCI. ALTHOUGH HIS COMMENTS HAD A HINT OF REGRET THAT THE US 
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FELT A NEED TO AGAIN NOTE ITS OPPOSTION TO PCI ENTRY INTO THE 
GOVERNMENT, SEGRE TOOK THE LINE THAT THE KISSINGER COMMENTS WERE 
DIRECTED MORE TOWARDS THE DC THAN TOWARDS THE PCI. SEGRE CONCLUDED 
THAT THE AMERICAN ATTITUDE REFLECTED SUPPORT FOR THE ZACCAGNINI LINE 
IN THE PARTY IN THAT THE AMERICANS ARE CALLING FOR AN END OF THE 
OLD STYLE DC LEADERSHIP. SOME SECTIONS OF THE ITALIAN PRESS WERE 
QUICK TO NOTE THAT SEGRE'S COMMENTS WERE CONSIDERABLY SOFTER, 

AND INDEED AT VARIANCE WITH THE LINE TAKEN BY THE PCI DAILY 
L'UNITA. 

8. COPIES OF THE SECRETARY'S TESTIMONY AS TRANSMITTED BY DEPART- 
MENT WERE CIRCULATED TO A NUMBER OF DEC CONTACTS WHO EXPRESSED 
APPRECIATION AND APPROVAL FOR SECRETARY'S REMARKS. BEAUDRY 
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